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LETTER FROM THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
Dear Supporter,
At Young Voices, our mission
statement is to cultivate the
next generation of thought
leaders for liberty in policy,
journalism, and academia.
To be honest, when I first
wrote it in 2016, I chose
“cultivate” as the verb simply
because it was an alternative
to “empower” — a word that I
felt was cliché among
nonprofits.
Looking back, however, I
believe that “cultivate” hits
the nail on the head,
conjuring up an agricultural
image of improvement and
growth.
That’s precisely what we aim
to do at Young Voices,
preparing writers under 30
who possess a seed of talent
to blossom into seasoned
advocates professionals for
liberty in their respective
field.

On a personal note, I’m also
fond of “cultivate” because I
am the son of an agriculture
family myself from Salinas,
California — a town that also
has a historical link to writing
as the birthplace of John
Steinbeck.
For Young Voices’ spring
report, we’re highlighting
some of the seeds we’ve
planting for 2019… and those
we’ve already seen bloom.
Sincerely,
Casey Given
Executive Director
Young Voices

“The writer is delegated to
declare and to celebrate man's
proven capacity for greatness of
heart and spirit — for gallantry in
defeat — for courage,
compassion and love.”
—John Steinbeck, Nobel Prize
acceptance speech

A SERIOUSLY
BLOCKBUSTER
MONTH

1M+ cable views

100K+ video views
50K+ tweets

@RandPaul
@USAToday
@GOP

@NewtGingrich

@CongHuelskamp

@MarthaMacCallum
@DaveBriggsCNN

@Fox5DC

"In his recent State of the Union
address, President Trump said:
'America will never be a socialist
country.' I sincerely hope that the
president is right, and that every
American can resist the lure of
false promises"
—Daniel Di Martino, USA Today

February was Young Voices’ biggest
month to date for media hits. On the 15th,
Contributor Daniel Di Martino was
published in USA Today about his
childhood growing up in Venezuela and
how America must avoid the same fate by
rejecting socialism. The article took off,
becoming the number one viewed piece
on USAToday.com for the week and was
subsequently published in the print
edition, reaching a circulation of over one
million subscribers — America’s mostread newspaper.
Daniel’s op-ed generated tremendous
interest from TV and radio outlets. He
appeared on Fox News’ “The Story” and
“Fox and Friends,” CNN’s “New Day,” and
six radio shows. His article was tweeted by
notable politicians including former
Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich,
Senator Rand Paul and was featured in
the White House’s “West Wing Reads”
email newsletter.
Young Voices was honored to draw
attention to Daniel’s story and will
continue building relationships with these
top outlets in the months to come to
feature more of our writers. Stay tuned!

YOUNG VOICES
LAUNCHES AGORA
FELLOWSHIP
A focus on the
march of liberty
around the world
Young Voices is thrilled to
announce an exclusive
opportunity for pro-liberty
writers in developing
countries: the Agora
Fellowship. Five writers under
30 from around the world will
be selected to receive
comprehensive training from
Young Voices on the
fundamentals of advocacy
and mentorship from
professionals in the liberty
movement over the course of
four months. We hope to
empower one-man think
tanks in countries where the
message of liberty desperately
needs to be heard.
In Ancient Greece, the agora
was an open space used for
both markets and public
assemblies.

It was a vibrating center for
society, where people
purchased goods and
discussed the important
topics of the day. Indeed, the
twin function of the agora
explain the roots of two verbs
in modern Greek: ἀγοράζω,
agorázō, meaning “I shop,” and
ἀγορεύω, agoreúō, meaning “I
speak in public.”

At Young Voices, we seek to
invest in great communicators
that similarly stand at the
intersection of commerce and
discourse, advocating for free
markets as a means of
achieving prosperity and
fulfillment. Such a message is
desperately needed in
developing countries, where
decades of failed biggovernment policies from
both internal and external
actors have only perpetuated
poverty.

RECAP OF OUR
FALL FELLOWSHIPS
AGORA WILL BE YOUNG VOICES’ FOURTH POLICY FELLOWSHIP SINCE
2017. IN JANUARY, YOUNG VOICES CONCLUDED TWO — THE FREE
SOCIETY FELLOWSHIP AND TECH FELLOWSHIP. WE’RE PLEASED TO
REPORT POSITIVE RESULTS FOR BOTH.

The Free Society Fellowship was focused on the rise of
illiberal populism around the world, making the case for the
fundamentals of a free society (e.g. free speech, property
rights, rule of law). The program started strong, with Fellow
Brad Polumbo being invited to speak on a panel at USA
Today’s Washington offices about millennials’ outlook on
politics. Fellow John Dale Grover also made a notable splash
interviewing North Korean defector Ji Seong-ho in an
interview for The National Interest.
The Tech Policy Fellowship kicked off with our fellows and
DC-based contributors receiving a personal policy briefing
from Google. From there, our fellows generated 20 articles
and 10 TV/radio hits on important issues such as social
media, privacy, artificial intelligence, driverless cars, and 5G
over the course of four months. The fellowship caught the
attention of national radio host Glenn Beck, who invited
Fellow Ryan Khurana to conduct a one-hour interview on
various issues of tech and innovation at BlazeTV’s Dallas
studios in March.

ANNOUNCING
YOUNG VOICES’
SENIOR
CONTRIBUTORS
IN JANUARY, YOUNG VOICES LAUNCHED A NEW TRACK IN
OUR CONTRIBUTORS PROGRAM TO RECOGNIZE WRITERS
THAT OUR STAFF FEELS HAVE EXEMPLIFIED
EXCELLENCE IN ADVOCACY.
Our first class of senior
contributors will work closely
Young Voices’ staff to write and
pitch articles to major
publications and for appearances
on top radio/TV outlets. We
intend for this program to have
trick-down effects on the
contributors program as a whole,
establishing relationships with
noted editors and bookers that
will hopefully pay dividends with
future Young Voices hits.

Dan King

“Young Voices has helped get
my work published in outlets that
I have long respected and
regularly read. In my time with
Young Voices, I’ve become more
and more comfortable in front of
a camera, to the point where
television feels like second
nature. As a senior contributor, I
hope to bring a larger audience
to under-discussed civil liberties
and criminal justice issues.”

“In two years I went from an obscure
blogger to a recognized voice regularly
publishing on some of the most
respected outlets in my field. This was
made possible by Young Voices. It’s
been one of the most enriching
experiences of my career.”

Nolan Gray
“Young Voices gave me an opportunity and the means
to amplify my voice in ways I never thought I'd be able
to achieve. With their help, as a senior contributor, I
hope to continue to demystify complex legal issues,
writing about them in plain English, and bring an
informed perspective to the gun debate.”

Matt Larosiere

"Young Voices does a rare thing in DC. It takes smart, young
writers with a flair for anti-establishment thinking and gives
them a platform. Because of Young Voices, I have bylines in
highly-trafficked, highly-visible outlets, places that two or three
years ago I could have only dreamed of being published in.
Writers and thinkers I have always admired are now sharing
my work online, which is a surreal feeling."

Jerrod Laber

INTRODUCING
NEW BOARD
MEMBER: DAN
GROSSMAN
Young Voices is excited to welcome Dan
Grossman to our Board of Directors. Dan
is a noted philanthropist and trustee of
many nonprofits in the liberty
movement, including the Atlas Network
and Students For Liberty. He has been a
supporter and close mentor to Young
Voices since our incorporation as a
nonprofit in 2016. We are thrilled to work
with him to plot the next chapter of
Young Voices.

Young Voices' Board of Directors
Jared Meyer, President
Scott Barbee, Vice President
Fred Roeder, Secretary
Casey Given, Treasurer
Dan Grossman

OUR 2018 NUMBERS

412 article placements • 173 TV & radio interviews
See our latest hits and clips
at young-voices.com...

...and consider supporting
us while you’re there!

